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Friday, October 28 
Christ's remnant people 
By C. MERVYN MAXWELL 
Called to a special task, 
Seventh-day Adventists 
proclaim a new dimension 
in Christ's intercession 
for fallen humanity. 
eventh-day Adventists are Chris-
tians who exist in order to commu-
nicate—in word and deed—a unique 
message about Jesus Christ. 
The apostle John, wrapped in pro-
phetic vision, foresaw the Adventist 
Movement under a variety of prophetic 
symbols. In Revelation 12:17 he saw a 
people whom he described, in the 
language of the King James Version, as 
the "remnant" of the woman's 
"seed." He observed that they kept the 
"commandments of God" and had the 
"testimony of Jesus Christ." 
In Revelation 14:6-12 John saw the 
same group symbolized by three angels 
bearing a worldwide proclamation 
about the everlasting gospel, the arrival 
of the judgment, the fall of Babylon, 
and the mark of the beast. He heard 
them spoken of as "saints" who "keep 
the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus." 
The time when these three angels, 
these remnant saints, were to come 
onto the scene of action was made plain 
to John. In Revelation 12 the remnant 
appeared on his prophetic screen after 
the passing of the 1260 year-days, a 
period of time variously referred to in 
Revelation as 1260 days, 42 months, 
and "a time, and times, and half a 
time."' The 1260 year-days ended in 
1798 during the French Revolution, an  
event of dark significance and ulti-
mately of worldwide influence. 
According to Revelation 12, the rem-
nant was to be manifest at some time 
following 1798. 
In Revelation 14:6-12 the existence 
of the commandment-keeping saints is 
associated with the ministry of three 
angels. "Three angels" means "three 
messengers." The first of the three 
angels, while preaching the message of 
the everlasting gospel, calls direct 
attention to the arrival of the judgment 
hour. "The hour of his judgment is 
come," he announces loudly within the 
hearing of everyone living on the earth. 
In Daniel 7:25, 26 the arrival of the 
judgment hour likewise follows the 
termination of the 1260 year-days. The 
little horn persecutes God's people and 
thinks to change God's laws for "a time 
and times and the dividing of time" 
(verse 25); but "the judgment shall sit, 
and they shall take away his dominion" 
(verse 26). Daniel 8:14 dates the onset 
of the judgment more precisely at the 
close of the 2300 days. Careful scholar-
ship in recent years has confirmed again 
that the 2300 year-days of Daniel 8:14 
ended in 1844, only a few decades after 
1798.2 
Angels and remnant saints 
Thus Daniel and Revelation, taken 
together, foresee the appearance of the 
three angels and the rise of the remnant 
saints in association with 1798 and 
1844. 
Seventh-day Adventists perceive 
themselves to be the fulfillment of the 
three angels and the remnant saints 
because (a) their movement arose in the 
appropriate time period, (b) it arose 
proclaiming that the hour of the judg-
ment had arrived, (c) it characteristi-
cally teaches the binding obligation of 
God's commandments and the essential 
nature of saving faith, and (d) it is 
gratefully enriched with a manifesta-
tion of the testimony of Jesus (Rev. 
19:10, called the "spirit of prophecy") 
through the contributions of Ellen G. 
White. 
Although Seventh-day Adventists 
perceive themselves as the remnant 
people of prophecy, they do not for a 
moment consider themselves to be the 
only people who are Christian. How 
could they? Being the remnant of the 
woman's seed, they are linked histori-
cally to all the Christians who have 
come before them. 
By emphasizing Christ's call in 
Revelation 18:1-4, "Come out of her 
[Babylon], my people," they must 
believe that "there are now true Chris-
tians in every church."' Seventh-day 
Adventists acknowledge today, as they 
acknowledged a century ago, that "in 
the churches which constitute Babylon, 
the great body of Christ's true followers 
are still to be found."' 
Prophecy portrays many of Christ's 
people in the last days as still residing in 
Babylon and as needing to "come out" 
of her before it is too late. Just as 
surely, prophecy also presents a rem-
nant in the last days who keep God's 
commandments, have faith in Jesus, 
proclaim the three angels' messages, 
and who are especially benefited by the 
gift of prophecy. A very large percent-
age of Seventh-day Adventists today 
are persons who at one time were 
Christ's people in Babylon, but who 
have chosen to come out and identify 
with the remnant. 
Seventh-day Adventists are Chris-
tians who exist in order to communicate 
a unique message about Jesus in word 
and deed. As Christians, they share 
much with other believers in Christ. Of 
the 27 articles that the Dallas General 
Conference session in 1980 approved 
as currently representing the Seventh-
day Adventist faith, 24 are held by 
other Christians. Not that all other 
Christians hold to all of the 24; they do 
not. But many of them hold to some of 
them, and at least a few hold to the 
others.' 
For instance, almost all Chris-
tians—not Adventists alone—worship 
the Trinity. Many Christians regard the 
Bible, as Adventists do, as God's 
authoritative revelation and believe in 
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Christ's vicarious death. Millions of 
Christians (Mormons, for example) 
oppose drinking and smoking. Other 
Christians (notably the Seventh-Day 
Baptists) recommend Sabbath observ-
ance. Seventh-day Adventists are 
grateful to the other Christians who 
through the centuries have preserved, 
rediscovered, and handed down great 
and noble truths of Christianity. 
A unique message 
Although Seventh-day Adventists 
are Christians along with all their 
brothers and sisters in Christ, they exist 
to communicate in word and deed a 
unique message about Jesus Christ. 
In 1906 Ellen White observed (in 
view of the defections of John Harvey 
Kellogg and A. F. Ballenger) that "the 
sanctuary question is the foundation of 
our faith." 6 
Her saying this did not make it so. 
She said it, knowing that it was so. She 
had lived through the unforgettable 
days before and after the great disap-
pointment of October, 1844. She had 
knit her heart with the hearts of her 
humble but intrepid brethren as they 
wrestled with Scripture in their quest 
for truth. She had seen how their 
understanding of Christ's new work in 
the heavenly sanctuary affected every-
thing else that Adventist Christians 
were to believe and teach. 
Jesus Himself is the foundation of all 
Christian faith; He always has been and 
always will be (see Eph. 2:20). But 
today Jesus is in the heavenly sanctu-
ary, where He is performing a glorious 
redemptive operation that He com-
menced only recently. Christ's new 
sanctuary ministry is a unique insight 
into the Christian message that the 
remnant is to carry to the world in the 
last days. The sanctuary message, 
being a timely message about our 
contemporary Christ, brings the ever-
lasting gospel up to date and makes it 
particularly applicable to the needs of 
men and women today. 
"The subject of the sanctuary and 
the investigative judgment should be 
clearly understood by the people of 
God," Ellen White wrote in The Great 
Controversy in the 1880s. "Other-
wise," she added, "it will be impossi-
ble for them to exercise the faith 
essential at this time."' 
"The scenes connected with the 
sanctuary above should make such an  
impression upon the hearts and minds 
of all," she wrote a little later, "that 
they may be able to impress others." 
She went on: "When this grand truth is 
seen and understood, those who hold it 
will work in harmony with Christ to 
prepare a people to stand in the great 
day of God, and their efforts will be 
successful."' (Italics supplied.) 
She said, "When this grand truth is 
seen and understood" God's people 
will prepare themselves and others for 
the day of God. The sanctuary message 
about Jesus is a grand truth. In your 
personal devotions, take time to reread 
Revelation 4 and 5, where you can 
review John's inspired portrayal of 
God's throne, encircled with a rainbow 
and surrounded by thrones of the 
marvelous living creatures and glorious 
24 elders; stand on the sea of glass and 
listen to the angels sing, ten thousand 
times ten thousand of them; hear God's 
loving voice roll like thunder as He 
commissions angels to go forth and 
minister in our behalf,9 watch strobe-
like flashes reflect on the sea of glass as 
the angels hasten away and return. 
Everything is ready 
Turn to Daniel 7:9-14, R.S.V. [read 
aloud]. At the onset of the judgment 
hour, "thrones" are "placed." Evi-
dently these are the same thrones 
placed in a new location. Reverently, 
through Daniel's privileged eyes, 
behold the Ancient of days take His 
"seat." Observe the "books" being 
opened. At last the long-awaited 
"judgment" is finally "set." Every-
thing is ready for the judicial process to 
begin—except the Son of man, to 
whom the Father has delegated all 
judgment (John 5:22), has not yet made 
His appearance. 
But, look, there He is! The Son of 
man is coming at last. He is not taking a 
few steps from one little tabernacle 
apartment to another little tabernacle 
apartment as the high priest did on the 
earth. No, no. He is proceeding majes-
tically, riding on the "clouds of hea-
ven" (Dan. 7:13, R.S.V.),I° 
The language of Daniel 7:13 is 
almost the same that Paul uses to 
describe the second coming of Christ in 
1 Thessalonians 4 and John uses in 
Revelation 1:7. Jesus was to come to 
the judgment in 1844, as He will come 
to the world at the Second Coming, and 
as He ascended to heaven after His  
resurrection—on the clouds of heaven. 
But, we ask, why did Jesus come to 
the judgment scene in 1844? Daniel 
7:14 replies, To receive "dominion and 
glory and kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve 
him" (R.S.V.). 
The sanctuary is a grand place. The 
sanctuary truth about what Jesus is 
doing there is a grand truth. Rightly 
understood, the sanctuary message 
influences almost every other Christian 
doctrine in a positive, timely, and 
relevant manner. 
For example, most Christians who 
give any thought to the final judgment 
believe there probably will be one, but 
if so, they restrict it to a single event at 
the Second Coming. Many Christians 
believe that the Second Coming, along 
with its attendant judgment, is possibly 
near at hand. But Seventh-day Advent-
ists know that the final judgment has 
already begun. And the termination of 
the 2300 days in 1844 is the most 
significant sign of the nearness of the 
Second Coming. 
Four thousand long years passed 
between Adam's sin and Christ's cruci-
fixion. Fifteen hundred further years 
elapsed before the Reformation began. 
On the approximately 6,000-year time 
scale that Bible students ascribe to all of 
human history, 1844 falls a very long 
way this side of the cross and a long 
distance indeed from the moment when 
the great controversy between Christ 
and Satan began. Faith in the heavenly 
events of 1844 supports faith in the 
relative nearness of Christ's return. 
In the 1840s, study of the 2300-day 
prophecy in the great Second Advent 
awakening turned Methodists, Bap-
tists, Congregationalists, Quakers, 
infidels, and many other people into 
Millerite Adventists. Continued confi-
dence in the 2300 days and their 
fulfillment in 1844 has for a century or 
so turned Christians of every sort—and 
all sorts of other people around the 
world—into Seventh-day Adventists. 
If the first phase of the final judgment 
has already begun, then Christ's second 
advent cannot be far away. 
The sanctuary message turns people 
into Seventh-day Adventists because, 
historically, our pioneers perceived a 
direct relationship between the Ten 
Commandments and Christ's new 
ministry in the heavenly sanctuary. 
Because of this discovery, they were 
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willing to stake their all for the Sab-
bath. In Revelation 11:19 they read, 
"The temple of God was opened in 
heaven, and there was seen in his 
temple the ark of his testament." 
Joseph Bates, in the second edition of 
his The Seventh-Day Sabbath a Perpet-
ual Sign, was the first to write about a 
probable connection between Christ's 
recent entry into the Most Holy Place 
(where the ark of the covenant is 
located) and the question of the Sab-
bath. A few weeks later, Bates's 
suggestion was confirmed in vision. 
Ellen White's first vision about the 
Sabbath—indeed, her first two visions 
about the Sabbath—took her to the 
heavenly sanctuary. There Jesus Him-
self held the Ten Commandments in 
His hands while a halo of glory radiated 
from the fourth commandment." 
Two years later (on March 24, 1849) 
another vision further confirmed the 
relationship between Christ's new 
sanctuary ministry and the Sabbath. "I 
saw," Ellen White wrote soon after-
ward, "that the present test on the 
Sabbath could not come until the 
mediation of Jesus in the holy place was  
finished and He had passed within the 
second veil." 52 
Much more could be said about the 
relationship between Christ's contem-
porary ministry and the life and teach-
ings of the remnant. For a helpful 
presentation, see The Great Contro-
versy, chapters 24, 28. 
We conclude that Christians who 
teach that Jesus commenced the first 
phase of the final judgment in 1844 and 
whose movement rose to prominence at 
the same time; who respond to Christ's 
Most Holy Place ministry by choosing 
to keep all the commandments of God 
through faith in their wonderful Lord; 
who confidently and humbly accept the 
instruction and comfort of the spirit of 
prophecy as being in truth the testi-
mony of Jesus, their High Priest in the 
heavenly sanctuary; and who actively 
proclaim their convictions to nations, 
tongues, and peoples around the 
world—such Christians are in word and 
deed communicating a unique message 
about Jesus Christ. 
They meet the qualifications of the 
remnant given in Revelation 12:17 and 
14:6-12. ❑ 
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Questions for discussion 
1. Should the failure of many theologians to 
accept the sanctuary doctrine of Adventists be 
reason to discard it? 
2. What impact have the messages of the three 
angels had upon Adventist work? 
3. What principal factors are important as 
Adventists reexamine their mission on earth? 
4. How does the sanctuary teaching bear on 
our belief in the soon coming of Jesus? 
5. Why has the sanctuary doctrine been the 
target of several prominent ministers who 
defected from the Adventist Church? 
6. Adventists have at times been accused of 
believing only themselves to be candidates for 
salvation. How can such ideas be refuted without 
raising questions about the urgency of the work 
being done by Seventh-day Adventists? 
7. What does the sanctuary doctrine mean to 
you in your "everyday, learning to-be-a-Chris-
tian" life? 
Sabbath, October 29 
The church and her commission 
By NEAL C. WILSON 
No Christian can retain 
a living experience with 
God without active effort 
to extend the good 
news to those about him. 
One of the distinctive traits that has characterized Christianity from 
the very beginning is its urgent empha- 
sis on evangelism. The leadership 
example of Jesus Himself gave mean-
ing to and validated this spiritual 
dynamic. He did not go into the 
seclusion of the wilderness or to some 
remote monastery and wait for fol-
lowers to discover Him. He had a 
message for people, and He carried it to 
the people. 
Day and night, seldom pausing for 
Himself, He pressed His mission. No 
sooner had He begun attracting disci-
ples than He was sending them out to 
recruit more disciples. Before they 
were trained—indeed, as part of their 
training—they were sent again and 
again to proclaim, to cities and villages 
in Israel and Sidon and beyond Jordan, 
the invitation to join God's kingdom. 
This was something new for those 
who had been selected to communicate 
God's love to the world. Little is said in  
the Old Testament about public evan-
gelism. Aside from Jonah's trip to 
Nineveh, Israel's efforts at winning 
converts seem to have been restricted to 
that of model and life style. The 
Israelites were to demonstrate the 
blessings that could accrue to a people 
devoted to Yahweh—the Creator God. 
They were to attract other people to join 
them in Creator worship. 
Jesus went far beyond this limited 
concept. As He mingled with people, 
walked with them along the dusty 
roads, and sat with them at meals and 
talked with them about their families, 
their jobs, and their understanding of 
God, His heart went out to them. He 
longed to show them what God, His 
Father, is really like. With visible 
longing He yearned for them to know 
the joy, hope, and blessedness of being 
a child of God. 
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